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This report covers the period from the end of April 2025 to the end of March 2026.
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There have been several changes to the composition of the Parish Council over the course of the year. We received the resignation of Councillor Riven Brace and Councillor Alan Woods. I take this opportunity to again thank each of them for their time and commitment to the work of the Council which was invaluable. We have welcomed two new Councillors during the year, Coral Duncan and Julie Parmenter. I thank them both for volunteering for the role of Parish Councillor and for their amazing contributions to date. At the time of writing, we are actively recruiting to vacant seats on the Council. 
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Energy Projects! Councillor Charlotte Fox has been kept exceptionally busy ensuring the Parish Council and our residents are up to date on the various projects underway or proposed. Charlotte has prepared extensive and numerous representations to the lengthy Examination undertaken by the Planning Inspectorate on the National Grid Sea Link proposals. Charlotte has also attended and spoken at several Open Floor Hearings. This has been a Herculean task, and I thank her enormously for her commitment, perseverance and determination on our behalf. The result of the process is awaited.
We held a well-attended Public Meeting in October 2025 to consult with residents on changes to the Sea Link proposals and their impact on traffic on the B1121, the Benhall Railway Bridge, the addition of the field adjacent to the Bridge/B1121 to the Order Limits and the Friday Street roundabout. 
The new roundabout at Friday Street has opened and construction of the two-villages by-pass has commenced in earnest. as well as the two-villages by-pass. We have all been shocked and saddened by the amount of trees, hedgerow and vegetation cleared for this project and the impact it has had on the beauty of this location. And, the massive increase in traffic through the villages as a result of lengthy and repeated closures of the A12 has been something we have raised with the Highways Department, the District Council and Sizewell C. 
The cumulative impact on the natural environment of our district is clear but we also need to reflect on the adverse impact on local tourism and, equally importantly, the mental health of residents. 
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We have continued to respond, as a statutory consultee in the planning process, to numerous planning applications and other planning matters during the year. The role of the Parish Council in this regard is to represent local views and should provide local knowledge, raise areas of concern, inform, debate, and add value to the process. Parish Councils must be informed of all planning applications, and any amendments to those applications, within the parish. The Council comments on these planning applications in the same way as any other member of the public, however, any comments by the Parish Council must be agreed by a majority of Councillors. Members of the public attending a meeting can also comment, speak in support of, or object to any application during the ‘Open’ segment of the meeting and at the Chairman’s discretion. 
Councillor Sue Nicholson leads on Planning for the Council and we thank her very much for keeping us fully informed of all planning matters and applications and preparing our responses. 
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Councillor Sue Nicholson also leads for the Council on the proposals by Suffolk County Council to make it safer, easier and more enjoyable for everyone to walk, cycle, ride and wheel in and around the county, through several infrastructure schemes. These aim to foster long-term habits of active travel and reap the numerous associated benefits including health, air quality, congestion, the local economy and road safety. These will include:
· Installing cycle facilities with a minimum level of physical separation from other traffic
· Introducing pedestrian and cycle zones, always restricting access for motor vehicles at certain times (or) to specific streets, or networks of streets, particularly town centres and high streets.
In our location, modal filter bollards will be installed in School Lane, Benhall and a crossing over the B1121 is to be delivered, among other initiatives including bike racks. 
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Councillor Paul Nicholson undertook a review of the costs and income associated with the cemetery which included a survey of other Parish Councils fees and comparable costs. This was a very useful update and helped to inform the Council’s discussions of the future in this regard. 
The Council has approved the inclusion of a wildflower meadow at the cemetery, subject to funding being available. 
The Council also considered and approved a new policy for the repair, maintenance and installation of future memorials. 
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The Community Emergency Plan has been extensively reviewed and updated by Councillors Mark Stebbings, Julie Parmenter and Coral Duncan. This is always the type of document that we hope we never have to use – but, clearly, a comprehensive and structured guide that helps our community prepare for, respond to, and recover from emergencies by identifying risks, resources, and coordinated actions is essential. This is a living document and subject to regular update to ensure it remains fit for purpose. 
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Councillor Coral Duncan has assumed the lead role for improving habitats and green spaces, including establishing a Biodiversity Group who undertook a litter pick in March. Councillor Duncan also liaises with the Alde and Ore Association regarding the sampling and analysis of water to test for levels of E. coli, phosphates and nitrates. By monitoring the results, we aim to identify fluctuations in water quality, the reason for this and any negligent actions etc. 
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Some items of play equipment were vandalised and had to be temporarily closed to children while we assessed their safety and undertook repairs etc. This selfish behaviour was very sad. We were helped by residents who volunteered to help to update the play area, and we thank them very much for their community spirit and kindness.  
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The Council carefully reviewed its expected budget minus its expected income in January, having undertaken an initial review in the preceding November. As we all know, costs have continued to increase considerably across the board. The Council is always mindful of spending its Precept with care and of the need to ensure value for money is achieved. However, the Council must continue to meet its statutory responsibilities and the costs of doing so have increased considerably over recent years. The Precept was set at £10,500. 
Each ordinary meeting of the Parish Council receives an update from the Responsible Finance Officer on income and expenditure and a reconciliation against bank statements. 
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During the year, certain roles and responsibilities have been undertaken by specific Councillors who then update the Parish Council as the corporate body. The details of the complete list roles and responsibilities of Councillors is available on our website but is copied below to show the current position. 
	Area 
	Current lead Councillor 
	Notes

	Chairman 
	Cllr Bev Barclay 
	Legal requirement to elect annually. 
Provides a leadership role, presides over meetings, represents the council publicly, 
and, together with the Parish Clerk, ensures effective governance.  

	Vice Chairman 
	Vacant
	Appointment is casual and not a legal requirement

	Biodiversity Group
	Cllr Coral Duncan 
	

	Burial Administrator 
	Cllr Paul Nicholson 
	Ensuring the proper management and maintenance of burial grounds

	Community Emergency Planning and Preparedness 
	Cllr Mark Stebbings/
Cllr Julie Parmenter/ Cllr Coral Duncan 
	Plan the steps and resources needed to effectively respond to emergencies, to 
ensure community resilience and safety. To coordinate with emergency services 
and key responders. 


	Community Partnership 
	Cllr Coral Duncan 
	East Suffolk Councillors, together with key partners from town and parish councils, Suffolk County Council, Police, Health, businesses, voluntary organisations, 
community groups and youth representatives work collaboratively to solve local problems identified by local people 

	Cycling, Walking, Wheeling and Riding project 
	Cllr Sue Nicholson 
	The purpose of the East Suffolk Cycling and Walking Strategy is to create safe, 
coherent, direct, comfortable and attractive cycling, walking and wheeling 
environments that lead to improvements in health and wellbeing, facilitate greater 
social interaction and play, encourage more environmentally sustainable lifestyles, reduce road congestion, and support economic growth.

	Fen Meadow 
	Cllr Sue Nicholson 
	Establishes the hydrological conditions needed to allow a fen meadow and
 wet woodland to flourish

	Habitats and green spaces 
	Cllr Coral Duncan 
	Council plays a crucial role in the conservation, enhancement and preservation of of habitats and management of green spaces to promote biodiversity. It has certain responsibilities in this regard. 

	Sampling and analysis of water
	Cllr Coral Duncan 
	In liaison with the Alde and Ore Association to monitor water quality data 
from the tidal and non-tidal River Alde and its tributaries. To monitor test results for bacteria (E. Coli) and plant nutrients (nitrates and phosphates) from 13 locations 
to give both snapshot and seasonal trend data. 

	Liaison with the Ex-Servicemen’s Club 
	Cllr Mark Stebbings 
	

	Local Government Review 
	Vacant
	White Paper proposes devolvement from central government to regions.
This would be achieved through the creation of new regional, mayoral authorities 
and the reorganisation of local government. Potential for PC to have additional
 tasks and responsibilities devolved to it with related funding implications.  

	Nationally Significant Infrastructure (Energy) Projects (NSIPs) 
	Cllr Charlotte Fox
	There are numerous current live NSIPs proposals in East Suffolk which are at 
various stages from pre-application, planning, to construction and with some
having recently been accepted for examination. The Planning Inspectorate is 
responsible for examining these applications and for making recommendations to 
the Secretary of State.


	Newsletter
	Cllr Sue Nicholson 
	Insert in Ebb and Flow monthly publication 

	Planning 
	Cllr Sue Nicholson 
	PC is a statutory consultee in the planning process and must be informed of all 
planning applications, and any amendments to those applications, within the 
parish.

	Play area 
	Cllr Chris Durrant 
	To manage and maintain the play area as a public amenity and asset. 

	Social media 
	Cllr Sue Nicholson 
	Providing accurate and timely information about council functions, decisions, 
and actions as well as updating residents on local news such as road closures, bin services etc. 

	The Wadd 
	Cllr Coral Duncan
	Wetland area managed by the Parish Council on behalf of Benhall Estate. 

	Trees and the Orchard 
	Cllr Coral Duncan
	To manage and maintain as a public amenity and asset

	Village Green 
	Cllr Chris Durrant 
	To ensure protection against encroachment, damage, and uses other than 
those consistent with normal enjoyment of the Green. 

	Welcome letter 
	Cllr Coral Duncan 
	To provide new residents with initial welcome and information



***********************
In closing this report, I would like to thank my fellow Parish Councillors once again for their hard work and commitment to our roles and responsibilities and to their proactive responses to our residents’ needs during the last year. We pull together with good humour and a genuine love of our villages, and it is a privilege to be part of this group of people. I would also like to thank our out-going County Councillor, Andrew Reid, and our District Councillor, Tom Daly, for their regular attendance and participation in our meetings, and their help and support when requested. We welcome the new County Councillor Julia Ewart and wish her every success in her new role. 
Councillor Bev Barclay
Chairman 
May 2026
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