
                           


           


BENHALL AND STERNFIELD PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting held on Monday 24 November 2025 at the Ex-Servicemen’s Club, Benhall

Councillors present:  Bev Barclay (Chair), Coral Duncan, Chris Durrant, Charlotte Fox, Sue Nicholson, Julie Parmenter and Mark Stebbings. 

In attendance: Katherine Abbott (Parish Clerk/Responsible Finance Officer) 

Open Forum: The Chair invited members of the public in attendance to present questions or issues for the Council’s consideration. 

(i) Planning applications A gentleman queried if the Parish Council was aware of a planning application was needed and had been submitted for housing to be built on a field near his home and for which there was currently no access. Councillor S Nicholson stated that the Parish Council had not been made aware of such an application and advised that, as an immediate neighbour, should such an application be submitted the gentleman would be made aware by the Planning Authority and able to comment. She suggested that, potentially, the field had been put forward in response to the district Council’s call for sites for initial analysis and consideration of inclusion in the new Local Plan.
(ii) Dog park Another gentleman asked if the Parish Council had been consulted on the dog park. Councillor S Nicholson said it had but on boundary changes, the project fell mainly within Saxmundham’s area. The gentleman said he was concerned at the loss of hedgerow. Councillor Nicholson said new hedging would be planted but around the dog park rather than along the B1121 and, therefore, the proposal had complied with environmental requirements. There would also be a wildflower area. 

1      Apologies for absence 
Apologies for absence had been received from Councillor P Nicholson. The Chair also reported that Councillor Brace had, that day, resigned with immediate effect. The Chair recorded thanks to Mr Brace for his work on behalf of the Council. 

A Notice of a Casual Vacancy would be published as quickly as possible to commence the recruitment of new Councillors to current vacancies. Existing Councillors were asked to send expressions of interest in the role of Vice Chair, vacated by Mr Brace’s resignation, to the Clerk. 

2         Declarations of Interest for items on the agenda
There were no Declarations of Interest. 

3         Reports by District and County Councillors  
The Parish Council had received a written report from the County Councillor. At the request of Councillor Fox, the Clerk was asked to advise Councillor Reid (SCC) that the Parish Council had been very disappointed that the report received had made no mention of the various NSIPs, (Clerk’s note: Cllr Reid replied that a separate report specifically on the progress of the NSIPs was available and would be provided to the Parish Council going forward.) Councillor S Nicholson asked if additional clarity was available on the criteria to qualify for a free home fire safety assessment. (Clerk’s note: The details of the criteria and link to the relevant website were later provided and made available to residents via the newsletter insert.)

4         Minutes of the Meeting held on 22 September 2025
The Minutes were approved without amendment. 

5         Matters arising
(i) Update following submission of the Parish Council’s comments on 30mph
proposals by ESC 
Cllr S Nicholson stated that Councillor Katie Graham (ESC) had made a blanket application for a 30mph speed limit for her ward; the Parish Council had advised Cllr Graham that it was also interested in the proposal. It was hoped a further update would be available in January 2026. 
(ii) Outline proposal for a wildflower meadow at the cemetery 
It was agreed that, in the absence of Cllr P Nicholson, this item be deferred to January 2026.
(iii)Update on discussions with the Ex-Servicemen’s Club regarding a Cycle Station 
Cllr Stebbings said the proposal had been received by the Management Committee and declined; however, it was probable that the proposal would be resubmitted in January 2026 and he would be able to report further to the Council after that. 
(iv) Improving habitats and green spaces
Cllr Duncan reported that work had commenced to identify the aims of such a project and more detail would be brought to the January 2026 meeting.  
         (v) Update on the draft policy on the repair, maintenance and insurance of  
         future memorials 
         The Clerk said that she was working on the draft policy which would be 
         submitted to the Council for consideration as soon as possible. 

6         To review and approve the draft Community Emergency Plan
Cllr Stebbings reported that the draft Plan had been reviewed by him, but he was not yet able to offer the draft for formal review and approval by the Parish Council. He recorded his thanks to Cllr Parmenter, Cllr Duncan and Cllr S Nicholson for their help and contribution to the preparation of the draft to date. 

Cllr Stebbings stated that the Club would be proposed as the Designated Premises to be used in the event of a community-wide emergency; this would be subject to assessment by the Joint Emergency Planning Unit (JEPU). 

It was proposed that Cllr Stebbings send a letter to neighbouring parish councils to identify if there was a wish to provide each other with mutual support in the event of an incident. This was agreed. 

It was also agreed that the draft Plan now be scheduled for the March 2026 meeting. 

7         To review and approve the Generic Risk Assessment 
The Clerk had prepared and updated the Generic Risk Assessment to the Parish Council. The aim of the document was to assess the risks that the Parish Council faced and to ensure it was satisfied it had taken adequate steps to minimise them. 

It was proposed, seconded and by unanimous vote agreed that the Generic Risk Assessment, having been reviewed and updated by the Parish Council, be approved. 

8        To review and adopt the Code of Conduct 
The Clerk had provided the Parish Council with an updated Code of Conduct for its review and adoption. The Code set out general principles of conduct expected of all Councillors and your specific obligations in relation to standards of conduct. All Councils were expected to have such a Code. 

The Clerk reminded Councillors of the requirement to ensure their Register of Interests was up to date. 

The Clerk was asked to clarify how and when Councillors can speak on certain matters and in what capacity and on speaking on a planning application if it affected a Councillor personally. In summary, in terms of general communication practices, Councillors were reminded that they must always act in the public interest and not misuse their position for personal gain. Official statements must align with the Council’s corporate position and personal opinions should not be expressed publicly in a way that misrepresents or conflicts with the Council’s stance. In terms of participating in planning, proximity to the matter being debated by personal relationship or physical proximity must be considered when deciding how to proceed.  The test at law for apparent bias is ‘would a fair-minded and informed observer, having considered the facts, conclude that there was a real possibility of bias’. This influences whether a Councillor should participate in an item at a meeting where they have a conflict of interest, or not. A Councillor may comment on a planning application as a private citizen, even if their stance were contrary to that of the Council but must declare that they were a Councillor and if they have an interest on their register.

It was proposed, seconded and by unanimous vote agreed that the Code of Conduct, having been reviewed by the Parish Council, be adopted. 

9         Suffolk Water Recycling, Transfer and Storage (SWRTS) project
In summary, the project had been confirmed as a Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project (NSIP) and would be consented via a Development Consent Order. The project would consider how pipeline corridors and site optioneering work be undertaken and land, environmental, engineering and planning assessments had been undertaken to identify viable options which would be taken forward for consultation and further assessment at Stage 3. These options had been available via an interactive map on the
project website from Wednesday 29 October, were detailed in the Consultation Brochure, and would be presented at consultation events in November and December.

This would be a significant project, and it was agreed that one of the new Councillors be assigned to lead for the Council. 



10      To review and agree the written summary of the oral submission to the Open Floor Hearing
Councillor Fox referred to the earlier draft summary shared with Councillors. This was agreed for submission to the latest deadline to the Examiners. 

11       To review and comment on the first draft of the Budget for 2026/7
The Responsible Finance Officer (RFO) had circulated an early draft of the Budget for the next financial year for review and comment. 

It was agreed that, with effect from 1 December 2025, Councillors record sundry costs they incurred, hours worked, mileage etc. – this was information and would be considered for sharing with residents within the Chairman’s Annual Report. 

The additional items suggested by the RFO were discussed and no objections were raised. However, the final decision on the entire draft Budget would be taken in January 2026. 

12      Statement of financial activity, reconciliation of accounts, CIL spend etc
The RFO presented the financial accounting report, as normal. The Parish Council had received the details of spend, oncome and accounts to date before the meeting – this included monies held in the building society, CIL spend and balances etc. The report was received and reconciled. 

13       Energy Projects update
Councillor Fox referred to earlier reports and more recent updates, recent events, briefings, meetings, hearings etc she had attended on behalf of the Parish Council and the process and deadlines to be met within the Examination process. The Chair thanked her for her hard work. 

14       Updates from external meetings: Community Partnership Annual Forum (27 October); Community Partnership Meeting (29 October)  
Councillor Duncan referred to the external meetings listed above and the key points and actions – the minutes of each forum were also available online. The Chair thanked her for her attendance on behalf of the Council. 

15        Reports from Parish representatives 
(a) Cycle, wheel, walk etc
Councillor S Nicholson stated that East Suffolk Council’s advice was being sought on a Tree Protection Order matter and outlined the circumstances. There had been little progress to date on the installation of bollards, physical infrastructure, but work continued. 
(b) The Wadd
Mr Brace had resigned so an update was not possible. This would be one of the areas to be re-assigned in due course. 
(c) Village Green and play area
Councillor Durrant said the last cut of the grass had been completed and confirmed the slide was now fully functional again. 
(d) Trees
No update provided – this role would also need to be re-assigned. 
(e) Cemetery
Councillor P Nicholson’s brief report was received and noted. 
(f)  Newsletter insert to Ebb and Flow
December’s edition was currently with the printer. 
(g) Emergency Planning
See item 6 above. 
(h) Ex-servicemen’s Club 
Councillor Stebbings brief written report on successful recent events and future plans was noted. 
(i)  Welcome letter (to report any distributed to new residents)
There had been no new residents recently, but recent house sales were noted. 
(j)  External meetings
See item 14 above   

16        Correspondence 	 
A resident had written regarding a fallen tree and its impact on accessibility. The resident had been thanked and referred to the online reporting tool on the SCC website. 

17        Urgent items
Councillor S Nicholson advised that she was trying to arrange another visit for Councillors to the Fen Meadow site as the recent volume of rainfall made this an ideal time.  



The meeting concluded at 8.40pm. 


2

