
                           


           


BENHALL AND STERNFIELD PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting held on Monday 23 March 2026 at the Ex-Servicemen’s Club, Benhall

Councillors present:  Bev Barclay (Chair), Coral Duncan, Chris Durrant, Charlotte Fox, Sue Nicholson, Julie Parmenter and Mark Stebbings. 

Also present: Cllr Tom Daly (ESC), Cllr Julia Ewart (ESC), Katherine Abbott (Clerk) 

Open Forum: The Chair invited members of the public in attendance to present questions or issues for the Council’s consideration. 

Planning application: A gentleman referred to a site close to his home and for which a planning application by a developer was probable. Cllr S Nicholson said the site was included in the ESC document, published that day, which showed the sites which had been offered for development and consideration in the preparation of the next Local Plan. Cllr S Nicholson added that this did not mean development on the identified sites was definite and that the Local Plan was unlikely to be finalised for several years. 

Noticeboard: Representatives of the History Society asked if it could have the Parish Council’s old noticeboard when it was replaced as its design and length of time in the village made it ideal for the Society to display articles. It was agreed that the Parish Council would advise the History Society when the new noticeboard was being erected and, from that point, the Society would take over responsibility for moving the old noticeboard to its new location, its maintenance and repair. 

History Society articles: The History Society asked if the QR codes linking to its articles could be displayed on the telephone kiosk, the communal bench by the beacon and the bench by the Benhall sign. This was agreed.  

1      Apologies for absence 
Apologies were received from Cllr Paul Nicholson. 

2         Declarations of Interest for items on the agenda
There were no Declarations of Interest. 

3         Reports by District and County Councillors  
The County Councillor was not present. 

Cllr Daly had provided a written report. In summary, this referred to the significant number of long-term empty properties across the district and how ESC was working to bring these back into use, rather than being solely reliant on new building. Cllr Daly also referred to the Open Floor Hearings being held that week and as part of the Sea Link examination. 

4         Minutes of the Meeting held on 19 January 2026
The Minutes were approved without amendment. 

5         Matters arising
(i)       Grit bin
The Parish Council discussed and agreed how best to arrange the removal of the damaged bin and its replacement by relocating another bin within the village. 
(ii)       Contribution to costs incurred by NSIP related work
Cllr Fox reported that she had discussed with representatives of SZC the need for additional support, from the Clerk to the Council, to ensure the community was represented during the various NSIP stages. A contribution of one hour’s pay per week had been requested. Cllr Daly also suggested that funds might be available via the Enabling Communities Budget and referred the Parish Council to the application form. 

(iii) Enquiry to Saxmundham Town Council regarding health impacts of NSIPs 
Four Councillors had met with Saxmundham Town Council on 1 April and discussed the strength of feeling locally regarding the cumulative impact of successive NSIP proposals and the potential implications for community wellbeing. 

(iii)      Storage of burial records
Cllr Durrant confirmed that links to cemetery records via the Parish Council website was not possible. This item was deferred to the next meeting for an update from Cllr P Nicholson. ACTION: Cllr P Nicholson. 

6           Co-option of prospective Councillors to existing vacancies.  
The Chair stated that no applications had been received by the closing date and the deadline would be extended to 17 April 2026. 

7           Community Emergency Plan 
The draft Plan had been circulated to Councillors and the Chair, on behalf of the Parish Council, thanked Cllr Stebbings, Cllr Parmenter and Cllr Duncan for their hard work in preparing a very impressive document. 

It was noted that the Plan would remain a living document and subject to regular review to ensure it was fit for purpose. Cllr Parmenter was to meet with the school to discuss the Plan’s proposals relevant to children living outside of the villages. Cllr Duncan was to write to residents outlining specific skills, expertise and tasks they might be able to offer on a voluntary basis together with an item in the newsletter; it was agreed that clarity on the physical level of tasks was crucial. 

It was agreed that the final draft of the Plan would be presented to residents at the Annual Parish Meeting on 11 May 2026.  ACTION: Cllr Stebbings, Cllr Parmenter, Cllr Duncan.

8           Community Infrastructure Levy 
(a)         End of financial year report 
The Responsible Finance Officer reported that during the 2025/6 financial year a total of £524.61 had been spent on the vandalised play area equipment. £13,067.75 remained available with £2300 being committed for spend on the Cycling, Walking, Wheeling and Riding Project and associated signage. 
(b)         New Noticeboard
Cllr Durrant reminded the Council that the existing noticeboard in Benhall was no longer waterproof, its lock was broken, its doors swelled in wet weather making it hard to open and close. It had been agreed that it be replaced with a new aluminium noticeboard, similar to the one in Sternfield, and he had obtained six costings for the board, as well as for labour and materials to erect the new noticeboard. ACTION: The Parish Council agreed a new noticeboard costing £1200 (ex VAT) plus £240 for labour and materials. 

(c)          Suggestions for future spend of CIL funds    
There were no suggestions at this time. 

9            Legal correspondence with the Pension Regulator 
The Clerk informed the Parish Council that every three years the PC, as an employer, had a legal duty to enrol/re-enrol its staff into a pension scheme or to submit a declaration that states this was not applicable, but it (the PC) remained compliant with its legal duties. The Clerk confirmed that she did not wish to be enrolled in a pension scheme so a response to that effect and to confirm the PC was compliant with its duties was to be sent by the deadline. 

10         Standing Orders 
The Council’s Standing Orders were reviewed and unanimously approved by Council.  

11         Financial Regulations
The Council’s Financial Regulations were reviewed and unanimously approved by Council.  

12       Statement of financial activity for review and reconciliation   
The PC noted the report on financial activity which had been circulated by the Responsible Finance Officer. This was reconciled. The latest version of the Cashbook together with a summary of the indicative financial position at the end of the financial year were also noted. 

13      National Significant Infrastructure (Energy) Projects (NSIPs)
Councillor Fox had circulated to Councillors the draft of her submission to the Sea Link Open Floor Hearings to be held the next day. In summary, this referenced the concurrent infrastructure being imposed on the same local community and its adverse impact on residents’ health and wellbeing in addition to the decimation of the local landscape through the felling of some 23,000 trees. Councillor Fox listed the numerous meetings she had attended and the multiple consultations she had prepared responses to – this was a considerable workload week on week. Cllr Fox advised that the PC had planned and arranged for traffic monitoring to be conducted at Bigsby Corner, however, as SZC already carried out snapshot monitoring of the B1121, the Council’s plans had failed which meant that the PC had not captured data on the immense increase in traffic directly caused by the closure of roads at Friday Street. This was short-sighted and a source of great disappointment and frustration to the PC.

14        Reports from Parish representatives                                                                                       
(a)       Planning plus Cycle, Walk, Wheel and Ride Project
Councillor S Nicholson reported that the Modal filter installation in School Lane had been delayed due to the County Council elections. In terms of planning matters, the most significant part of this remains South Saxmundham Garden Neighbourhood with an outline planning application expected in late March. Councillor Nicholson update on the status of other planning applications in the villages. 

East Suffolk had concluded its Call for Sites and published, that day, a map showing the submissions received and the proposed use. This would be placed on the Council’s website. There would be an opportunity to comment when ESC consulted the community. The eventual Local Plan would be informed by assessments and the outcome of consultations so no decision had yet been made on which sites would proceed to the Plan and none of them had any planning status. The Chair suggested that a public meeting be convened to raise awareness of the submissions and Councillor S Nicholson said this would be best held when indications from ESC were available. 

(b)       The Wadd
Councillor Duncan had taken over as lead for the Wadd and would be arranging a formal handover from Mr Brace. 

(c)       Village Green and play area
Councillor Durrant said the annual safety inspection of the play equipment would be completed by mid-May. 

(d)       Trees and Orchard
This had also been taken over by Councillor Duncan. It was noted that two trees had died in the orchard; they would be left in situ for the time being. 

(e)       Cemetery  
There was nothing to report. 

(f)        Newsletter
Councillor S Nicholson asked Councillors to contribute items of interest from their areas. 

(g)       Emergency Plan  
There was nothing additional to report beyond what had been discussed at item 7 above. 

(h)       Ex-Servicemen’s Club 
The recruitment of a new Steward was on-going with an appointment hopefully in mid to late April. 

(i)        Welcome letter
Councillor Duncan reported that new residents to the villages had received their welcome letters. 

(j)        Improving habitats and wild spaces etc.  
Councillor Duncan said that she would be preparing a biodiversity policy for the Council to consider and welcomed any suggestions for inclusion. She would also be meeting with the Alde and Ore Association to discuss their water sampling and analysis and how it could best be used to identify issues and fluctuations in water quality. Councillor Duncan had attended the Four Rivers Recovery Project workshop on 12 March. 

15        Correspondence 
Marlesford Parish Council had written to advise that it had secured significant mitigation for the A12 through the village which consisted of three pedestrian crossings; quiet road surfacing on the A12 through the village and new footways either side of the A12 through the village. A consultation was to be held and subject to this Marlesford hoped for a reduction in speed limit from the current 40mph to 30mph. Marlesford was holding a public meeting on 14 April and it was agreed Councillor Duncan would attend. 

16        Urgent items
There were no items of urgency requiring discussion. 


The meeting concluded at 8.27pm. 
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