
                           


           


BENHALL AND STERNFIELD PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on Monday 18 May 2026 at the Ex-Servicemen’s Club, Benhall

Councillors present:  Bev Barclay (Chair), Coral Duncan, Charlotte Fox, Sue Nicholson, Julie Parmenter and Mark Stebbings. 

Also present: Katherine Abbott (Clerk) 

1      Apologies for absence 
Apologies were received from Cllr Chris Durrant. Cllr Paul Nicholson was unavoidably delayed and joined the meeting at 7.10pm.

2         Declarations of Interest for items on the agenda
There were no Declarations of Interest. 

3         Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 19 May 
These were approved without amendment. 

4         Matters arising 
There were no matters arising. 

5         Presentation by Councillor Stebbings, Councillor Parmenter and Councillor Duncan on the current draft of the revised Community Emergency Plan

The Parish Council received a presentation by the Lead Councillors for Emergency Planning and their work over recent months to create an up-to-date and effective Community Emergency Plan. It was stated that this would be a ‘living’ document, subject to regular review and testing. In summary: 

· Everyday life can be quickly disrupted by unexpected but realistic events such as severe weather, power cuts, water problems, or major incidents nearby. The emergency services will always respond but they might not be able to get to every community straight away. A Community Emergency Plan would help the villages to stay organised, share reliable information, and support each other until things return to normal. In short, the Plan was about helping ourselves as a community.
· The Plan did not replace the emergency services, nor did it ask anyone to put themselves at risk. It set out common sense steps so that, in the middle of what might be a stressful situation, there was a single, practical and calm point of reference and readiness, rather than relying on guesswork. 
· The Plan explained who coordinates things locally, how information would be shared, the location of a designated rest centre (if needed), how residents who might need extra help could best be checked on, what equipment or skills could be drawn upon locally, how the local effort would link to the response by emergency services and the County Council (the Joint Emergency Planning Unit). 
· A big part of the Plan relied on volunteers — but only in ways people were comfortable with, doing what they could, when they could. These roles might include 
     checking on neighbours (especially those who may need extra help), passing on 
     reliable information, helping at the designated rest centre (currently proposed as the 
     Benhall Village Club) or supporting communications. No special skills were needed, 
     and no one would be expected to put themselves in danger. 
· Residents could help by volunteering, even in a small way, letting the Parish Council know if neighbours needed extra support, having their own simple plans at home, staying informed via parish council updates, and giving feedback on the Plan itself. 
· Those wishing to add their name and contact details to the Plan’s volunteer list were asked to send their details to the Clerk (GDPR Regulations would be in place). 
· The Plan would be reviewed regularly, contact details updated, parts of the Plan would be tested etc to ensure it remained practical and relevant. 
· The Plan was about common sense, cooperation

The Chairman thanked the Councillors for the presentation and for their hard work, to date, to create a source of knowledge and detail to help the villages in the event of an incident. The Chairman invited questions. 

A resident asked if the Plan would be available on the Parish Council’s website and it was confirmed that the latest iteration would be published on the website. 

Another resident asked about the process for putting the Plan into action. The Joint Emergency Planning Unit at Suffolk County Council had a copy of every parish’s emergency plan, and in the event of an incident occurring it would instruct the Parish Council to invoke the Plan. The Parish Council, through its volunteers, would disseminate messages and actions as required by the incident and under the auspices of the emergency services. 

A resident asked if the Plan was linked to the Neighbourhood Watch initiative within the villages. It was confirmed that this was not the case. There was a short discussion of reports of an unknown person behaving suspiciously on private properties. It was generally felt that there needed to be more communication on such incidents through the neighbourhood watch, including the process that would be followed and update reports on what action had been taken etc. It was agreed that this would be fed back to the lead Councillor. 

The Meeting closed and the second Meeting commenced (separate minutes refer). 
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