
                           


           


BENHALL AND STERNFIELD PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 18 May 2026 at the Ex-Servicemen’s Club, Benhall

Councillors present:  Bev Barclay (Chair), Coral Duncan, Charlotte Fox, Paul Nicholson, Sue Nicholson, Julie Parmenter and Mark Stebbings. 

Also present: Katherine Abbott (Clerk) 

Open Forum: The Chair invited members of the public in attendance to present questions or issues for the Council’s consideration. 

Noticeboard: A representative of the History Society asked when the new Noticeboard would be in place, and the old Noticeboard could be adopted by the Society (as agreed at the March meeting). In the absence of Councillor Durrant, the Clerk advised that the new Noticeboard was expected very shortly. (Clerk’s note: The new Noticeboard was delivered on 20 May and installed on 24 May). 

1.       Apologies for absence 
An apology for absence had been received from Councillor Durrant. 

2.       Declarations of Interest 
There were no Declarations of Interest related to items on the agenda. 

3.       Election of a Chairman 
The Election of a Chairman was governed by Section 15 of the Local Government Act 1972 which required that a Chairman be elected annually from among the elected councillors at the Annual Parish Council Meeting which, by law, must be held in May each year in England. The Clerk sought nominations. Councillor Fox nominated Councillor Barclay, this was seconded by Councillor Parmenter. There were no other nominations. Councillor Barclay was duly elected Chairman for the 2026/7 Municipal Year. 

4.      Minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting held on 19 May 2025 and of the Parish Council Meeting held on 23 March 2026
The Minutes of both Meetings were approved without amendment. 

5.      Matters arising
There were no matters arising.  

6.      Co-option to the vacant seat 
The Chairman advised that, regrettably, no applications had been received in response to the most recent advertisement of the vacant seats. ACTION: It was agreed that this be re-advertised again by the Clerk. 



7      Discussion of a request for Kettles Lane to be one way 
Councillor S Nicholson reported that a resident had requested Kettles Lane be made one way. She had consulted the Highways Department at Suffolk County Council, and it had stated that, subject to a full assessment being undertaken, it was very likely that the costs would be prohibitive (£5,000 - £10,000). The cost could not be justified for four properties but, in addition, the Parish Council did not have sufficient funds. However, the proposal was on-hold and would be revisited if more funds became available. 

8      Request by the Ex-Servicemen’s Club for the purchase and installation of two Fido bins
Councillor Stebbings presented a request from the Club for the Parish Council to purchase and install new Fido bins, one near the entrance to the car park of the Club building in School Lane and the second positioned toward the end of School Lane, where it met the B1121. Councillor Stebbings the Club’s premises and its surrounding area were used by a substantial number of dog walkers. The current lack of a bin near the Club had led to incidents of irresponsible and inappropriate disposal of waste; it was suggested that a dedicated bin would encourage owners to act more responsibly. 

The Clerk had ascertained that if the location of a Fido bin was on land owned and maintained by Suffolk County Council’s Highways Department, the Waste and Street Scene Monitoring Officer at East Suffolk Council would need to be asked to visit the site(s) to assess their suitability. The Officer might also wish to visit the site of the bin to be located at the Club entrance to ensure they consider it to comply with the rules.  If the site(s) were approved and were on Highways land, a one-off licence fee of £160 was payable to Suffolk County Council (so £320 for two bins) to ensure the bins were regularly emptied. East Suffolk Services Ltd had quoted that the supply and installation of a Fido Glasdon 25L bin was £316.68 + VAT (so for two bins c£633 + VAT). It was possible to source bins online but installation to certain requirements would still need to be paid for. 

ACTION: As the cost of the purchase, installation and licensing of the proposed two bins was c£1100, it was agreed that the Waste and Street Scene Monitoring Officer be invited to assess the two sites as a first step. It was also agreed that the Dog Show in August would be an ideal event to try and fund raise towards the costs. It was reported that many of the existing FIDO bins within the villages had not been emptied for some time and the Clerk undertook to report this. 

9.     Draft Data Protection and Information Management Policy 
The Clerk presented a draft Policy for review and discussion. The Policy outlined the standards the Parish Council intended to observe in relation to its compliance with the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) and subsequently revised UK Data Protection law. The Policy would be applicable to all Councillors and any employees, partners, voluntary groups, third parties and agents authorised by them. The Policy applied to all personal information created or held by the Council, in whatever format, including but not limited to paper, electronic, mail, microfiche and film. The Clerk advised that this Policy assisted the Council to demonstrate its adherence with the requirements of Assertion 10 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return. 

The draft Policy was received, discussed, agreed and adopted. It would be displayed on the Council website. 
10.  Receive and approve the draft Annual Governance and Accountability Return, including the Certificate of Exemption from a limited assurance review under Section 9 of the Local Audit (small authorities) Regulations 2015
The Responsible Finance Officer presented the draft Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) for review, queries and approval. The AGAR was a key document for the internal audit process which would take place in June. The AGAR was to be completed by Local Councils, Internal Drainage Boards and smaller authorities, such as the Parish Council, where the higher of gross income or gross expenditure was £25,000 or less, that meet the qualifying criteria, and that wished to certify themselves as exempt from a limited assurance review. 

The AGAR was approved unanimously. 

11   End of the financial year position 
The Responsible Finance Officer had circulated the Cashbook for 2025/6 which provided full details of income, expenditure and balances as at 31 March 2026. In summary: 
Income: £18,371.15 of which £7,233,38 was restricted (Community Infrastructure Levy) and £11,137.77 was unrestricted. 
Expenditure: £10, 641.09 of which £524.51 was restricted (CIL)
Suffolk Building Society: £20,627.08 (of which £6358.98 was restricted CIL) 

The Parish Council received the end of year position and the figures were reconciled. 

12   Appointment of Councillors to Parish Responsibilities 
The Clerk circulated the up-to-date list of current roles and responsibilities assigned to individual Councillors. 

It was agreed that the Neighbourhood Watch Coordinator role (Cllr Durrant) be added. The updated list to be placed on the website. 

13    To receive and note the Annual Reports of the Sternfield Town Lands Charity Trust (Mr Pat Robbins); Benhall and Sternfield History Group (Ms Jane Evans); Big Lunch (Ms Pauline Graham); Benhall Pre-School (Ms Carolyn Nicholls/Mr Roger Plant); Benhall Ex Servicemen’s Club (Chair); Biodiversity Group (Cllr Duncan)  
The Parish Council received short written or verbal updates from the Groups and Bodies listed above. The reports were all received and noted. The Chairman thanked all contributors for their reports on activities during the year. The following actions were agreed: 
Sternfield Town Lands Charity Trust: Mr Pat Robbins four-year appointment as Trustee expired in April and he sought the Parish Council’s support to continue in the role for a further four years. This was agreed with thanks. 
Benhall Pre-school: Mr Roger Plant, Chair of the Trustees, spoke at the meeting to heighten awareness of the very difficult financial position the pre-school faced, as well as problems recruiting and retaining qualified staff, and an urgent need for more volunteers. It was agreed that the Responsible Finance Officer would collate and send application forms for grant awards by District and County Councillors and any other potential funding opportunities she could identify and which might be helpful. 



14    Chairman’s Annual Report 
The Chairman’s Annual Report which summarised the work and activities of the Parish Council in the last year was received and noted. This would be available on the website. The Chairman took the opportunity to acknowledge the hard work of all Councillors over the course of the year and the often long hours worked on behalf of the community; she stated she was very grateful and thanked all on behalf of residents too. 


The meeting closed at 8.15pm 
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